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Abstract: The paramount encyclopedias of Arabic literature and Arab culture
appeared in the third and fourth centuries AH, such as Ibn Salam’s poetic encyclo-
pedia (d. 231 AH) Classes of Greatest Poets; Al-Bayan Wa al-Tabyin by Al-Jahiz (d.
255 AH); Uyun al-Akhbar by Ibn Qutaybah (d. 276 AH); Al-Kamil by Al-Mubarrad (d.
285 AH); and The Unique Necklace or Al-’Aqd al-Farid by the writer, poet, and histo-
rian Ibn Abd Rabbih Al-Andalusi (d. 328 AH). The Unique Necklace is considered a
huge treasury of the history of Arab heritage and Arab literature. It is indispensable
for researchers in Arab heritage, and even for researchers in Islamic sciences as
well. It was narrated on Imam Al-Shafi’i (d. 204 AH) that he said: “I spent twenty
years studying the days of the Arabs and literature, using that to study Islamic juris-
prudence (Figh).”

Based on this view of The Unique Necklace, this research attempts to provide a
review of the life of its writer, his literary status, as well as a review of the content of
his book and the writer’s approach to writing it in an attempt to highlight the signifi-
cance of this important reference and the necessity of informing researchers in the
Arab and Islamic heritage about it. This review hopes to serve as an introduction
that helps researchers enter the vast world of this book, which provides both benefit
and enjoyment.

Keywords: Islamic heritage, Arab heritage, Arabic literature, Ibn Abd Rabbih
Al-Andalusi, The Unique Necklace.

Oz: Hicri 3. ve 4. asirlarda Arap edebiyati ve kiiltiiriniin en énemli ansiklope-
dik calismalarindan sayilan bazi eserler ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bunlardan bazilari: Sellam
el-Cumaht’nin (6. 231/846 [?]) blylk siir divani olan Tabakatu fuhdli's-su‘ara adh
eseri; Cahiz'in (6. 255/869) el-Beyan ve't-Tebyin’i; ibn Kuteybe'nin (6. 276/889)
‘Uyani’l-ahbar’i, Miberred’in (6. 286/900) el-Kamil'idir. Bunlardan en 6nemlilerin-
den biri yazar, sair ve tarihgi ibn Ibn Abdirabbih’in (6. 328/940) el-‘ikdiil-ferid adl
ansiklopedik eseridir. Bu eser Arap kilturi ve Arap edebiyati tarihinin biyuk bir hazi-
nesi olarak kabul edilir. Bu baglamda eser, kultur tarihi ve edebiyat arastirmacilar
icin temel bir basvuru kaynagidir. Siyaset, edebi konular, siir, tarih, ahlak, nukteler,
muzik ve eglence gibi muhtelif konular hakkinda bilgi veren eser bir genel kiltlr
ansiklopedisi ve bir antoloji mahiyetindedir.

Bu galismada ibn Abdiirabbih’in (6. 328/940) el-‘ikdiil-ferid adli ansiklopedik
eseri betimleme ve analiz ydntemleriyle incelenecek, kitabin, konular tasnif usull
ve ele alis bicimleri ortaya konulacaktir. Ayrica yazarin biyografisi ile birlikte eserin
edebi yonleri degerlendirilecektir. Bu degerlendirme calismasi el-‘ikdir’l-ferid’in
detayl bir sekilde incelenmesiyle Arap kultir ve edebiyatinin derinliklerine isik
tutmayi, bununla birlikte eserin tarihsel ve edebi 6nemini giin yuziine c¢ikarmayi
hedeflemektedir. Calismada, eserin Arap kiltiri ve edebiyatina etkisine, eserin
ansiklopedik yapisina, konularin edebi yonlerinin analizine ve tarihsel baglamla
birlikte yazar biyografisine dair ulasilan analitik sonuclar da yer verilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Islam kiiltiirii, Arap kiiltiir(i, Arap edebiyati, ibn Abdiirabbih,
el-‘Ikdir’l-ferid.
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