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Summary

It is only normal that a researcher in the field of language learning is keen on
exploring the crucial topic of language acquisitioning in an attempt to answer any
queries in the minds of the public, particularly enthusiasts, scholars and researchers,
about the mystery of language acquisition and all that is relevant to this process.
This research thus aims to contribute to this vital domain of knowledge, addressing,
first and foremost, the importance of language acquisition in children, which can tell
us a lot about gaining the ability to learn language and the multi-stage language
learning process children go through. It is argued that the 4" year of a child’s age is
the most critical stage in the process of acquiring their mother tongue.

The research stresses that a child’s mind is already equipped to acquire lan-
guage, because it can perceive and comprehend information/inputs, and is capable
of processing them before they are reproduced as linguistic/phonemic outputs.
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Also, the research indicates the significance of the linguistic environment provid-
ed by children’s social circle, particularly their parents, during the pre-school years,
since they naturally acquire the listening and speaking skills from their parents at
home at an early stage.

The research looks into the factors affecting the acquisition and development of
language and the stages of this process, and the suitable age to learn a language.
It explains that there are obstacles impeding the ability to learn a second language,
particularly among older learners whose motivation to learn decreases when it takes
them longer to learn a second language.

The research was based on the following questions:

- How do pre-school children acquire their spoken language from their environ-
ment (environmental language) spontaneously?

- How is a foreign language taught?

These questions were followed by some sub-questions:
- What factors influence language learning?

- What is the impact of motivation on language learning?

Key terms: Child, language learning, language acquisition, second language,
social circle, motivation
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