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Ozet

Bu makale, Arap kultiriinde sayilarin anlamsal ve simgesel degerlerini incele-
meyi amaglamaktadir. Arap kilturiinde sayilar yalnizca gergek anlamlariyla sinirh
kalmamakta, ayni zamanda toplumun inan¢ ve deger temelli yapilarindan kaynak-
lanan cesitli sembolik anlamlar da tagimaktadir. Calismada, Arap dilsel ve kulturel
orfiinde belirgin bir sekilde yer alan sayilar ele alinmaktadir: Bunlar; g, dort, bes,
yedi, sekiz, on, kirk ve blylk sayilar olarak 100, 1000, 70.000, 50.000 sayilarini
icermektedir. Bu sayilar, Kur'an ayetlerinde ve Hadislerde yer almalariyla dini an-
lamlar kazanmis; Arap edebiyati, halk anlatilari, atasdzleri ve deyimlerde ahlaki ve
toplumsal degerleri yansitan birer ifade araci olarak yer almislardir. Makale, daha
once hazirlanmis bir ylksek lisans tezinden elde edilen verilere ve giincel akademik
calismalara dayanarak sayilarin sosyal, dini ve edebi baglamlardaki simgesel ve
kiltirel anlamlarini kapsamli bir analiz gergevesinde ele almaktadir.

“Ug” sayisi, milkkemmellik ve dengeyi; “dort” sayisi, tamamlanmighgi, batinlaga
ve kozmik uyumu; “bes” sayisi, diizeni, bltiinlesmeyi, guicu ve koétilikten korunma-
yI; “yedi” sayisi, kutsal bir sayi olarak evrenin tamamlayiciligini ve dini ritiellerdeki
yayginhgini; “sekiz” sayisi, bittnselligi, ddnisimu ve yenilenmeyi; “on” sayisi, be-
reket, ¢caba ve fedakarligi; “kirk” sayisi ise sinanma, arinma ve tasfiyeyi simgeler.
Buyik sayilar (100, 1000, 70.000) ise sevabin katlanmasi, genis sefaat ve ilahi rah-
met anlamlarini ifade eder.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap kultir(, sayilar, sembolizm, atasdzleri, Arap dil 6rfu,
rakamlar
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Abstract

This article focuses on analyzing the semantic and symbolic significance of num-
bers in Arab culture, based on the premise that numbers in Arab culture are not
limited to their literal meanings but also carry numerous symbolic connotations root-
ed in the society’s religious and ethical structures. The study addresses numbers
with a prominent presence in Arabic linguistic and cultural traditions, such as: three,
four, five, seven, eight, ten, forty, and larger numbers like 100, 1,000, 70,000, and
50,000. These numbers have acquired religious meanings through their mention
in Quranic texts and prophetic traditions, in addition to their appearance in Arabic
literature, folklore, proverbs, and idiomatic expressions as expressive tools reflecting
moral and social values. This article relies on data extracted from a previous mas-
ter’s thesis, supported by contemporary academic studies, within a comprehensive
framework that explores the symbolic and cultural implications of numbers in social,
religious, and literary contexts.

The number three represents completeness and balance; four symbolizes per-
fection, wholeness, and cosmic harmony; five denotes order, integration, strength,
and protection from evil; seven is considered a sacred number associated with cos-
mic completeness and widely found in religious rituals and practices; eight signifies
totality, transformation, and renewal; ten stands for perfection, blessing, effort, and
sacrifice; while forty symbolizes periods of trial, purification, and spiritual growth.
As for the large numbers (100, 1,000, 70,000), they convey meanings of multiplied
reward, vast intercession, and divine mercy.

Keywords: Arabic culture, numbers, symbolism, proverbs, Arabic language tra-
dition, numerals
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